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óóWhere learning is inspiring and fun for every child.ôô 

 

January, February, middle of March, 
Brrr! In the cold Iõm stiff as starch! 

Letõs make a snowball, sled down a hill. 
Wintertime, wintertime, time to chill!  

                                                                    Unknown 

 

The challenges of January 2010 
 

As the poem urges, we did bothï snowballs and sledging - right at the start of this term. 

Silverhillôs proud boast ówe never close!ô (most schools closed) came true in the first 

week of term, as the pictures show. We all had great fun ï those who were able to get to 

school, that is ï and children were also taught lessons! 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Academic 
 

Year 6 exams: we are very proud of the results of all those pupils who entered for 

independent schools in Bristol. 

 

Congratulations to Neha Mehta, who was awarded an all-round scholarship from 

Badminton and a sports scholarship from Red Maidsô. Also to Cara Walters, who 

received an English scholarship from Redland High. Also to Paris Cains, who was 

awarded a substantial bursary on the basis of her academic performance.  

 

Congratulations also to Eugene Tebbenham-Small and Avin Litt,  who have been awarded 

places at QEH and Madison Dawson, who has been awarded a place at Red Maidsô, and 

Sam Thorndyke, who secured an offer from St. Ursulaôs.  

 

Selection of places for those entering into state-funded schools will be announced in 

March. 

 

Literacy & Numeracy in Year 1 and Reception: the induction meeting for parents 

was very well attended and we hope it has given you a good insight into the way in which 

literacy and numeracy are taught here. Congratulations to all the parents who willingly 

became pupils for the night. 
 

Winterbourne International Academy: Dr Gibson, the principal of the Academy, 

and his PA came to lunch recently. The Academy is intending to extend its provision of 

the International Baccalaureate to the main school as well as the sixth form. Dr Gibson is 

keen to promote this educational programme and was very interested to hear that we are 

looking at this model for the Primary Years. He has offered the excellent facilities, such 

as their international conference centre, to the school and is keen to form links with 

Silverhill.  

 

As you can see, we are already running a more cross-curricular programme, which is in 

line with the IB model. The questions over the National Curriculum & Assessment 

nationally continue and we are still considering all options. We will keep you closely 

informed of any developments. Feedback from parents is much appreciated. You can 

always email the headmistress at head@silverhillschool.co.uk. 

 

Challenge 

 
Mrs Halaith has just climbed Mt Kilimanjaro in Kenya! What can you say except: 

AMAZING! CONGRATULATIONS!  

We now have TWO climbers of this formidable feat, Mr Hirst being the first.  

Who is to be next? 
 

mailto:head@silverhillschool.co.uk


Cultural 
 

Visit to Bristol Zoo for years 1 ï 4 
Years 1, 2, 3 and 4 had an exciting visit to Bristol Zoo. There they enjoyed meeting wild 

animals, including a 2 metre high polar bear, and experienced an arctic adventure. 

Some of the children dressed up as penguins and role played the life of a penguin. They 

found out how they survived in the cold conditions by standing in huddles and looking 

after their eggs on their feet.  

A fun day was had by all (including the teachers)! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Library Visits: Years 2-6 have continued with visits to Winterbourne Library during 

the first half of this term. They have enjoyed investigating the resources which are 

available there and talking to the librarians about their own interests and favourite 

authors. 

Year 2 followed up their zoo visit by finding and borrowing books about animals. The 

librarian had put together a very good display of suitable books and also read them an 

entertaining animal story. All the children are keen to borrow books from the library but 

need to be members to do so. The good thing about South Gloucestershire is that you can 

borrow and return to any library in the area.  

Year 1 will visit the Library in the next half term. 

 

 

Young Photographer of Bristol:  
Many congratulations to Gabriel McKeown, Year 5, 

for his winning photograph, shown below, in the 

Bristol Evening Post. A real talent in the making 

here!  Gabriel is considering an offer to become the 

(unofficial) school photographer. 



 

 

World Book Day:  Silverhill sets great store by encouraging children to read. There 

has been a remarkable rise in the number of books children are reading. Waterstoneôs is 

visiting us on 4
th
 March in the afternoon ï be ready for what is on offer. 

Any parents who are willing to come and read to the children on that day are very 

welcome. Details on timing will be sent to you nearer the time. Please let Mrs Fennell 

know so that she can organise a rota. 
 

Motherôs Day: ónever take mum for grantedô is FOSSôs motto. FOSS certainly 

will not on 10/11
th
 March! The shop with its creative gifts will be open for these two 

days. 
 

Charity 
 

Fund-raising: since the terrible earthquake struck Haiti on 12
th
 January, our children 

and staff have been determined to organise fund-raising events to help victims, 

particularly the children made homeless and parentless. Here is what is planned: 

 
 

 

- on 12
th
 February Key 

Stage 1 children in the 

Octagon block organised 

a cake, sweets and book 

sale, plus the ever popular 

PINK STALL.  

 

-  In no time at all, in fact 

in the morning break, 

nearly everything was 

sold. The money so far 

raised from that is 

£85.93! Brilliant and well 

done! 
 

- Reception children will be creating a fund-raising period of Silence. Details to come.  

- Our Easter Fayre on 19
th
 March will be devoted to the victims of the Haiti 

earthquake. We will start that week Monday 15
th
 with a silver & copper trail. Please 

start saving your coins now. On the Friday the Fayre will run from 1.30 ï 4.00pm.  
The Easter Bonnet Parade will be judged by Lady White. 

 

A Purrfect Effort: such was the endeavour of the Tebbenham-Small family that they 

won the prize offered by Madame Bauduin to the most successful fund-raiser in the 

Haven Home appeal. The prize was awarded, as shown here ï a wonderful portrait of the 

familyôs beautiful cat Kaiser - by the celebrated artist herself.  Well done, boys!  


