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‘‘Where learning is inspiring and fun for every child.’’ 

 
Summertime, summertime                              

Oh how I love the summertime 
Swimming at the pool, tanning at the beach 

No more listening to your teacher teach 
Hanging with friends, staying up late 

Going on vacations out of state 
Summertime, summertime 

Oh how I love the summertime 
Olivia Taylor 

 
Academic 
Recently the Sunday Times held a festival of Education at Wellington College where the 

great and the good came and aired their views on education. Dr. Anthony Seldon, the high 

master of Wellington College, eloquently expressed the current state of education: 

The quality of education has been diminished by government and examination bodies over 

the last 25 years: our young are not being taught to think, but are instructed in learning the 

right answer. Students from primary schools, secondary schools and universities want to be 

educated and to have their imagination stimulated and their minds opened.  

 

We hope that we aspire to this standard at Silverhill School. Next academic year, we will 

continue to explore a more cross-curricular programme and use the International 

Baccalaureate Primary Programme as a guideline, whilst maintaining the SATs programme 

in Maths and English. We will be holding a parents’ evening early next term to give you 

more background to this. 

 

Year 6 SATs Results 
We wish to congratulate all Year 6 and the staff on the outstanding results this year. 9/13 

students scored 5 in English and 8/13 scored 5 in Maths. Those who scored 4 achieved a 

very high level of 4 and would have achieved 5’s if the levels for this year had not been 

raised because many state schools had opted out of the SATs this year.  

 

Staff 
MAIN SCHOOL 

We are delighted to welcome once again to our staff Mrs Kristian Evans, who will work 

with Mrs Trew in Year 2 in September. Mrs Evans used to work at Silverhill School in  

Year 1 with Miss Wilcox. She left to have a baby and look after her growing family. 

 
There will be some alterations in our staffing for next year. Mrs Dymock, who is a trained 

teacher and has been managing the nursery, will now move to Year 1 and work with Mrs 

Conner. Miss Wilcox, who wishes to reduce her hours, will be with us for 3 mornings a 

week. She will focus on support work in Key Stage 1 and assist Mrs Fennell with the Special 

Needs coordination. She will also teach  Art to Year 1 and will take on the reorganisation of 

the library for the whole school, which will have a new space in the Key Stage 2 block.  



Mrs Fennell will now coordinate both the Curriculum, Literacy and Special Needs, and Mrs 

Davis will continue to coordinate Numeracy, as well as taking on the Science coordination. 

Mrs Bufton will take over the class Drama and coordinate the Arts Award Programme.  

 

We wish to bid adieu to and thank Miss Seaton for her contribution to the class Drama in 

the school and the work she has done in her role as an Educational therapist. She leaves us 

this year to have a baby at the end of September. We hope to see her back again in 2011 and 

wish her well in her impending confinement.  

 

Mrs Smele has been absent from the school for the last year through ill health. She has now 

retired from Silverhill School after very long service to the school. We very much hope, 

health permitting, that we will have an opportunity next term to pay tribute to her for 

contribution to the school.  

 

Richard Fillingham’s long years of service to the staff, the school and its fabric are now at 

an end. He has carried the daily needs of the school on his shoulders for almost two decades 

and has supported the arrival of the new management four years ago quite wonderfully. 

We will all miss Richard. We wish him and his wife a well-deserved retirement. 

We welcome in his place Mike Conner, the husband of Jan. We very much look forward to 

working with him in the future. 

 

EARLY YEARS 

Mrs Capper will continue to oversee the coordination of the Early Years. Miss Laura Link 

will continue as the Baby Unit manager, Mrs Stephens as our nursery leader and Mrs 

Cawte our Pre School leader. We bid adieu to Mrs Rachel Taylor, who has gone on 

maternity leave. Her baby is due any time now. She will return to Silverhill School in the 

summer term.  

 

We welcome back to our staff Mrs Barras who has been doing some sessions for us. She will 

be assisting Mrs Moore in one of the Nursery classes. We also welcome to our staff Mrs 

Lorraine Taylor, who will work for 2 days in the Baby Unit, and Mrs Taylor, who is 

N.N.E.B. qualified and has worked for many years in childcare. She comes to us from 

Tottington in Lancashire where she was head of a Pre School Unit there for the last 11 

years.  

 

Scamps – we welcome to our Scamps team Hannah Bryson, the daughter of Mrs Jane 

Bryson our History coordinator and Russell Link, the brother of Laura Link our Nursery 

manager. They will support our existing staff.  

 

Sports Report 
We have been blessed with some wonderful weather during this term and so we  

have made the most of spending time outside in the PE Department.  

 

We had a match early in the term for the Cricketers, and the girls fielded a 

Rounders team against Westonbirt which was enjoyed by all who participated. 

 

The year 6 Lacrosse players took part in the South Gloucestershire Festival of 

Youth Sport held at Filton’s Wise Campus, and played with skill and determination 



throughout the competition. They were extremely unlucky to be beaten into 2
nd
 

place, having played great lacrosse throughout the day.  

 

A team of 5 Swimmers made the trip to Millfield School to participate in the 

regional stage of the National Relays Competition. They all performed well and 

enjoyed the experience.  

The girls have 

been playing 

some Tennis this 

year, all making 

excellent 

progress during 

their lessons, 

whilst the boys 

concentrated on 

honing their 

cricketing skills.  

All children have 

worked on their 

Athletics skills, 

learning new 

events which 

they 

demonstrated 

wonderfully on 

Sports Day. 

There were many 

fantastic individual 

performances to be 

seen across all the 

different events 

throughout the day 

from all year 

groups. A lovely day 

of sporting activity 

and achievement 

was enjoyed by all. 
 

The term finished 

with a tennis 

tournament most 

ably organised and 

run by Hamish and 

Avin in year 6.  

 

 
Swimmers at Millfield School 

 
The Big Race 



Pupils from years 3 to 6 participated in the tournament which was played as a 

knock-out competition. The final was contended between Hamish Colquhoun and 

Sophie Walker. 

Sophie did very well 

and improved as the 

match progressed, 

but it was Hamish 

who most deservedly 

took the title. 

 

Tag rugby and 

rounders clubs have 

been well attended 

this term by 

children from year 1 

upwards and all 

have enjoyed 

improving their 

skills and game play. 

 

 

We look forward to the new school year, when we will be concentrating on tag 

rugby and hockey in our games lessons, and we anticipate some good matches 

against other schools.  

 

The School Election 2010 
THE YOUNGEST VOTERS IN THE UK? 

Silverhill held its own election on 6
th
 May. Boys and girls from Year 5 represented 

six political parties. Imaginative manifestos from the candidates led to vigorous 

campaigning 

amongst the 

children and 

teachers of 

Reception - Year 

6. 

Results: Green 

Party 42; Labour 

13; UKIP 5; 

Liberal Democrats 

63; Conservative 

29; English 

Democrats 7.  

   

The candidate for 

the Lib. Dems., 

Thomas Wheeler, 

 
The Little Race 

 
Thomas Wheeler, winner for the Lib Dems. 



aged 10, was declared the outright winner.  

The winner’s manifesto, devised by the candidate and his team, Gabriel McKeown:  

1. Silverhill should have a Senior school. 

2. The school should run a cycling-proficiency course. 

3. There should be a minibus for educational trips and tournaments. 

4. Water fountains to be provided around the school. 

5. Work longer hours at school with no homework. 

 

The School Play – The Wind in the Willows 
A real triumph on every level, with a huge thank you to FOSS and particularly Mr and Mrs 

Robinson for providing such a high level of back-up help. The children grew in confidence 

as each rehearsal took place and produced some stunning characterisations of the beloved 

characters from this well-known play. The singing as always was of a very high standard 

and a big thank you to Mrs Allsopp and Mrs Conner for their hard work. The set, designed 

and built by Mrs Bufton, with the help of Mr. Bufton and some of the children, was a feast 

for the eyes. We wish to thank everyone for giving their time so generously and giving the 

children the opportunity to be part of something of such a high calibre.  

 

Returning Officer, Barrie Morris, explains the electoral system 

to the children. 



Trips  
MINEHEAD 

The school, from Reception 

– Year 6, boarded coaches 

at 9.00 and set off for 

Minehead  beach. It was 

wonderful for the school to 

come together to enjoy a 

day at the seaside. Despite 

some misgivings and 

anxieties, we all had a great 

day. The children leapt at 

the chance to dig holes, bury 

each other in sand, build 

sand castles, frolic at the sea 

edge, play beach games and 

cover their lunch in sand. 

Each child was able to choose exactly what they most liked doing and do it to their heart’s 

content. There is nothing quite like a day at the beach. We returned on the steam train and 

as each child was held and looked out of the window at the smoke billowing from the funnel 

of the train, we may as well have been in an Agatha Christie story.    

 
CATTLE COUNTRY 

In the fine weather, we were able to be outside more than inside. We played knights and 

princesses in the wooden castle, bounced on the trampolines and the large inflatable pillow 

and trekked around the site to visit all the animals, like the bison, red deer, wallabies and 

other types of cattle, such as sheep and goats.  No trip is complete without a visit to the play 

barns with the shoots and slides and climbing, and the children enjoyed racing each other 

down the yellow slides.  It was a perfect end to another great year. 

 

Activities  
SUMMER FAYRE 

This annual event lived up 

to its billing as the best in 

the county, organised 

beautifully by FOSS ladies 

and gentlemen. It was a 

hot day with plenty to 

entertain children and 

adults. 

 

 
 



GARDENING CLUB 

Gardening has proved 

one of the most popular 

hobbies in the school. 

Members of the club, 

children and parents, 

are now providing herbs 

and vegetables in 

addition to the amazing 

array of flowers in the 

Roman Garden. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Leavers’ Prom 
Year 6 leavers with their 

parents and teachers 

celebrated the end of 

their career at Silverhill 

School. It was a 

nostalgic event. Thank 

you to the parents of 

Year 5 who, as is the 

tradition, prepared the 

evening’s decor and 

food - it was 5-star.    

 
 

 

 

 

 

Speech Day  
Sir George and Lady White have donated a cup to the school. Sir George’s grandfather had 

created this award for his workforce when he was running his aircraft company. The prize, 

which was a monetary one, was awarded to the man who was selected by his fellow men as 

being the best amongst them. The story goes that when a recipient of this award went to 

fight in World War 1 he had the golden guinea in his breast pocket and, when he was fired 

upon, the guinea deflected the bullet.  Harry Little is our first recipient of this award. The 

cup will always remain in school in our display cabinet and the winner will receive a book 

on speech day. We will also have an honours board on which the name will be recorded.  
 



 

Holiday Cookery Class 
Tzema’s experimental cookery class also got a 5-star rating. This is a ‘must’ for all girls and 

boys to enrich their lives. Mmm! 

 
 

 
FOSS has added so much to our Silverhill enterprise. Our lives would not be the same without 
them. Thank you, all you ladies and gentlemen, who provide so much so generously! 
(The FOSS shop will be open on Thursday 2

nd
 and Friday 3rd September

 
in the morning.)  

 

AND A FINAL THANKS IS TO ALL THE BOYS WHO WORK ALONGSIDE 

RICHARD TO KEEP THIS SCHOOL’S FACILITIES AND GENERAL STATE 

UP TO STANDARD. AND TO THE OFFICE STAFF WHO DO AN AMAZING 

JOB IN LOOKING AFTER THE BUSINESS AND ADMIN SIDE OF THE 

SCHOOL.  

 

Thank you, parents, for sharing in our endeavours to provide the 

best education for your children. 

 
Jenifer & Julian Capper 


