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 ‘‘Where learning is inspiring and fun for every child.’’ 

"I'll tell you how the leaves came down,"        So, for just one more merry day  
The great tree to his children said, To the great tree the leaflets clung, 
"You're getting sleepy, Yellow and Brown, Frolicked and danced, and had their way, 
Yes, very sleepy, little Red. Upon the autumn breezes swung, 
It is quite time to go to bed." Whispering all their sports among,-- 

"Ah!" begged each silly, pouting leaf, "Perhaps the great tree will forget, 
"Let us a little longer stay; And let us stay until the spring, 
Dear Father Tree, behold our grief; If we all beg, and coax, and fret." 
Tis such a very pleasant day 
We do not want to go away." 

The Fall of Autumn Leaves    By Susan Coolidge 
  

SCAMPS is being revamped – GOOD 
NEWS! 
 

Important changes are taking place to the holiday 

provision offered by Silverhill School to parents of 

children up to the age of 8. These changes will take 

place from the holidays in December this year: 

1. The cost for a whole day is being reduced to 

£23.50 from £33.60. A single session will  

  continue to be charged at £16.80. 

2. Each day will be themed, with some days having a 

special event at a small additional cost. 

3. Our hours have also changed. We will now be 

running between 8.00-12.30 and 12.30-5.00.If you 

wish your child to stay until 6pm, this is 

possible by prior arrangement at an extra charge. 

4. SCAMPS will now be open to ALL children, not only 

those at Silverhill School, from 2½ to 8 years. 

 

A letter detailing the changes will be sent to all 

parents and will also appear on the school website.   

 

WHAT HAS BEEN GOING ON THIS TERM… 
 
The keen ‘footballers’ get in 

at 8.00am for the Early 

Room football club! Actually, 

only a very few get in for the 

early REAL football club. 

Where are the UK’s future 

footballers then? 



 
 

The Great Debate.   

Here is what the Debating Club thinks of the important issues of life. On 

the voting on the issues debated so far this term, Years 5 & 6 believe 

that:  

a) Christmas is NOT too 
concerned with making profits. 

b) The use of child-labour is 
wrong. This decision was 

almost reversed but for the 

casting vote of the Chair!  

c) Silverhill should NOT become 
an all girls’ school nor an all 
boys’ school.  Both motions to 

the contrary were 

resoundingly beaten. 

 

The Earthmovers. With many, many thanks to Mr Bennett for bringing 

his monster earthmover to the Roman Garden and to the wonderful team 

of parent- and child-helpers for giving up their Saturday to expand this 

horticultural wonder. 

Gardening club and Year 1 have been 

busy fundraising for the school garden. The sponsored dig was enjoyed by 

everyone and we raised about £150!  

We are now ready for the raised vegetable beds which Mr Morgan is 

going to build. Year 1 held a very successful cake and sweet stall to help 

with this project and raised £85. Thanks to all parents for their  

generous donations of cakes and most importantly, for donating money for 

their children to spend!!  

FOSS has kindly agreed to provide the rest of the money we need to 

complete the new area of the garden. We hope that all children in the 



school from the nursery up will soon be able to enjoy planting and growing 

fruit and vegetables. 
Autumn at its sunny best on the 

Adventure Trail in the morning 

break. Can you spot your 

offspring? 

 

 
The gateway to the secret garden.  

One of the treasures of Silverhill. 

 

 

 

 
A large team of boys and girls, 

self-selected, went to the 

Westonbirt Swimming Gala and 

took on two highly professional 

school-teams – with amazing 

results! 

 

 

 

 
 

 



A Year 3 class in progress – in 

October sun! – with Mrs Bufton. 

 

 

Join Pre-school in their morning break.  

The sun is guaranteed at 10.30am 

every morning. 

 

 

 

 
 
The most popular early 
morning club in the 
school.  
 

The new Self–Defence 

class being taught the 

basics by Nick Smith, a 

Black Belt, 2ND DAN 

expert in Taekwondo – a 

past British heavyweight 

champs. 
 

 
 

 

Boatbuilders of Year 3  

(and students of 

Classical Civilization) 
Here are three 

Ancient Greek 

Warships built by 

worthy sailors of Year 

3. It was in such ships 

that the Greek 

expedition sailed 



across the seas 2,000 years ago to rescue Helen from Prince Paris of Troy 

whose willing kidnapee she was. 

 
 

KS2 cross curricular programme 
Silverhill School is developing its cross curricular programme this year 

with some very exciting projects. The year 6 History topic, on World 

War II, has led to some outstanding stories and poetry. This theme has 

continued in art with war posters and slogans. The cross curricular 

programme has helped to lift the level of writing across the whole school. 

 

Year 6 Poetry on the war: 
 

The night it happened 

 

Through the pitch black sky they fly, 

Just like metal birds they swoop, 

Low and crow, 

Their drone is an endless moan, 

Bang.... Bang, 

The bombs have dropped, 

The damage is done 

Done, 

DONE! 

 

Lost in the bombs 

 

Bombs singing through the air, 

The planes go dancing by, 

The enemy souring through the air, 

People shouting here and there, 

Suddenly there is a loud sound, 

People fall to the ground. 

 

The air raid 



Giant metal birds in the sky, 

Dropping bombs, 

Singing songs, 

Out, 

Goes, 

You! 

BANG! 

 

 
 

 

French/Maths 

Numbers are important, and what we have been doing this term in French 

is to add a twist by asking children of Year 4, 5 and 6 to practice their 

tables, as well as adding, subtracting, multiplying and dividing in French.  

They have also been playing little Maths games, all in French.   

 

IT/English Spellings 

Year 4 learn touch-typing and unknowingly, end up revising their spellings 

in doing so. 

 

IT/Science 

Year 5 are presently learning Databases and should soon be able to apply 

with Data collected in their Science lessons. 

 

IT/French/Science/History/Speech/Drama 

It is in Year 6 where we can find the most applications by learning how to 

make 10 minutes PowerPoint presentation of the subject of their choice.   

As an example, a short time ago, I showed a PowerPoint presentation I 

had received from my brother about the stars and our solar system.  I 

used it to illustrate what works well and point out mistakes to avoid when 

making such presentations.  Because it was all in French, pupils revised 

the words they knew and learned new ones.  They touched science by 

learning facts about the solar system and our galaxy and learned a bit of 

History with Ptolemy and his early views of the universe.  Speech and 

Drama tips were also given as how to make it even more interesting to the 

audience.  As far as cross-curricular lessons goes, it cannot get any 

better than this. 

 

Literacy/Art/Science 

Truly cross-curricular! The Year 3 children have spent time discussing the 

human skeleton as part of a topic on information writing in literacy 

lessons.  Leading on from that, Mrs Bufton’s Y3 art class sketched some 



wonderful animal skulls, paying attention to shading, bone and teeth. 

These sketches are on display in Year 3s classroom as part of their 

science topic – teeth and healthy eating. 

 
Geography/Art 

Mrs Walters Y3 geography class has focused on world weather over the 

first half term. As part of this, the children created a wonderfully bright 

display in the classroom. They worked in pairs, choosing a continent (or 

part) to paint, reflecting the different types of climate across the world. 

Do come and see it when you next pass the Octagon block.  

 

 

Geography/Science 

Y6 children have been looking at the topic of rivers during the first half 

term. They carried out a simple simulation to better understand how 

rivers are created following heavy rainfall.  By using just a square sponge 

and some blue food colouring, the children tested the absorbency of the 

sponge (soil) noting how the rain (tap water) soaked into the sponge 

before the water started to flow.  Indeed, they saw how the river 

continued to flow even after the rain had finished!   

 

History/Art 

Year 6’s Historic topic this term is the Second World War.  A recent visit 

from Mr B. Skingsley, who was only a boy in 1939, brought to life what it 

was like to live in Britain during these war years.  Pupils were able to ask 

questions & touch artifacts from this time as well.  In Art, the children 

are busy designing wartime posters and in English do some creative 

writing about this subject. 

 

Science Competition at Clifton High School 
Mrs Bufton and four of our top scientists (Neha Mehta, Sophie Walker, 

Arran Johnson and Gabriel McKeown) visited Clifton High School for an 

exciting science competition in September.  Staff at the school dressed 

up as ‘Start Trek’ crew, members and children had to help them establish 

the identity of some strange crystals.  These 

were needed for the Teleporter to ‘beam up’ 

other crew members.  The children had lots of 

fun in the chemistry lab and learnt lots too. 

 

Art Workshop Royal Bath High School 



Mrs Bufton and nine pupils visited The Art Department of The Royal High 

School Bath on Saturday the 26th of September.  The staff of the Royal 

High School were really enthusiastic and helped the children take part in 

two workshops.  The staff at the school are also working artists and the 

children benefited from their expertise.  All nine children enjoyed their 

visit enormously, especially as they were able to take their creations and 

art materials home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Mr Poole’s Charity Walk  
Thirty-eight children (11 year4, 13 year5 and 14 year6) escorted by 

five parents and five teachers took part in this year Charity Walk for Mr 

Poole’s orphanage in India.  Unlike last year, we started in the rain  

 

but spirits were high and remained high all through the four hours’ walk.   

 

So high that 30 children decided 

to complete the seven miles walk, 

turning down my proposition to 

cut it down to 6 miles in order 

not to come back to school too 

late.  In fact, when asked 

afterwards what they liked best 

about this walk, most children 

said that it was the spirit of 

sticking together in order to 

achieve this feat for Mr Poole’s 

Charity.   



 

Like last year, we had plenty of 

slips in the mud (not sure all of 

those were accidental) and small 

ordeals in what felt by many like 

a great adventure.   

 

An optional questionnaire 

tested their observations skills.  

Congratulations to Nikita Mehta who 

won this little contest.   

 

 

A great thank you to Mrs Jacobi (Ma Baker) for the giant fruit 

flapjacks you provided for that walk and probably helped everyone 

complete that extra mile.  Many thanks also to Mrs Ayres, Mrs Gordon, 

Mrs Latham, Mrs Morgan and Mrs Tebbenham-Small who joined us, and 

added motivation to all the present children. 

Finally a big heart felt thank you to all our sponsors for this walk.  

So far, we have raised 1,600 pounds and we are still waiting for 14 

children to bring the money in.  This will help provide the medication all 

children and staff of the orphanage very much need to fight malaria this 

year.   This is AMAZING!  Well done!  



Library Visit 
This year the children in Reception to Year 6 have been visiting 

Winterbourne Library to learn how the library system works and the 

extensive books available to them. The children really enjoyed their visit 

as it gave them a wonderful opportunity to find out about new authors and 

books. They were also given the opportunity to look at the wider range of 

fact and fiction books available to them through the interlibrary loan 

system.  

The school would like to thank the library staff who made us all 

welcome, and for reading us some wonderful stories and poetry. The 

children will continue to visit the library once every half term. This will 

help extend the range of literature available to the children. 
 

FOSS – may we express our great appreciation to all the 

members of FOSS for their continuous and inspired work 

towards the welfare of Silverhill School.  

 

Thank you all for sharing in our endeavours to provide the best Thank you all for sharing in our endeavours to provide the best Thank you all for sharing in our endeavours to provide the best Thank you all for sharing in our endeavours to provide the best 
education for your children. education for your children. education for your children. education for your children.     
    
                                                                                                                                Jenifer & Julian CapperJenifer & Julian CapperJenifer & Julian CapperJenifer & Julian Capper    


